
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Prélude Guy Ducharme 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 48:9-14): 

Leader:  We ponder your steadfast love, O God, in the midst of your    
  temple. 

People:  Your name, O God, like your praise, reaches to the ends of  
  the earth. 

Leader:  Let Mount Zion be glad!  

People:  Let the towns of Judah rejoice because of your judgments! 

Leader:  Tell the next generation that this is our God forever and ever.  

People:  God will be our guide forever.  

* HYMN 262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand National Hymn 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, sometimes we fall prey to the temptation to boast about 
ourselves or our achievements, inviting into our minds the dangerous 
thought that we can do anything by ourselves.  Forgive us the times 
when we ignore you, and depend on our own strength to do things 
our own way.  Permeate our lives with your grace.  Help us to be 
content in our weakness.  Fill us with the knowledge that it is only 
when we allow ourselves to be empowered by you that we are truly 
strong.  We pray this in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior,  
Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 403 What a Friend We Have in Jesus  Converse 

+ Children leave for Summer Sunday School.  + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 2:1-5  

ANTHEM Answered Prayer Waud 
IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

Into my broken heart, Pour gracious balm. 
Where the deep waters start, breathe holy calm. 
Over my weary life, shed deep repose. 
Shelter me from the strife, baffle my foes. 
 

I have not shunn'd my task, early or late. 
I have not turn'd to ask "wherefor?" of fate. 
Only one cry went up, hopeless at length. 
"father to drink the cup, grant me the strength". 
 

Now at the last I stand, waiting for heav'n. 
Patient with outsretch'd hands, alms never giv'n. 
Grant me, O God, I pray, one answ'ring sign, 
Ere I withdraw for aye, speak am I thine? 
 

Cometh the sign at last, bolt hot and red. 
Falling to crush and blast, desolate head. 
Driving the cow'ring form wildly across, 
Life's heath, thro' flood and storm, on to the cross. 

SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

SERMON                      “Humbled”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY I Believe Cassar and Levisalles 
IRIS KARLIN, SOPRANO 

* THE DOXOLOGY                      Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 562 Eternal Father, Strong to Save  Melita 

* BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE Final from Suite for Organ Gerald Near  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 (NRSV) 
 He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak 
with you. 2 And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me 
on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I  
am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have 
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against  
me to this very day. 4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am 
sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord 
GOD.” 5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious 
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 (NRSV) 
 I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up 
to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person—whether in the  
body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— 4was caught up  
into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal  



 

 

is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my 
own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to 
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain 
from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me  
or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the 
revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was 
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me 
from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, 
that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for  
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the  
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell  
in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I  
am weak, then I am strong. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag. We have Welcome  
Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Beneranda Baez, Captain 
      Nelson Baez          Beverly Rhinehart          Leida Rivera        Candy Urena  
 
Our Guest Organist today is George Mathison. 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Moon S. Han. Moon is a retired C.P.A.  
and lawyer.  He has practiced public accounting and law over 30 years in 
Chicago area until he retired from it in 2010.  Moon and Young Han  
have been members of First Presbyterian Church since 2013.  They live  
in Englewood. 




